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By Anna Rubbi,  Guernica 37 Chambers

How do UK sanctions against Russia measure up against international law, and the principles of state sovereignty and non-intervention in? Has the UK sufficiently justified the imposition of unilateral sanctions by reference to international law? Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is undeniably an egregious breach of international law deserving condemnation and action from the international community, but international law should not be put to one side when its rules become an inconvenience.

Unilateral “sanctions”, usually of...

                    
                                    

            

        


        










        
            
                                    
                                                
                                                                    

                
                
                                        
                    What went Wrong?

                    
                    
                    It’s an everyday story, isn’t it? Teenage showgirl meets married Tory cabinet minister, and they give themselves over to passion while a spy from a hostile nation watch from the wings. This isn’t the latest hapless calamity to befall...

                    
                                    

            

        


        
        
            
                                    
                                                
                                                                    

                
                
                                        
                    Remote justice: Some thoughts on the future of hearings in courts and tribunals in an increasingly virtual world

                    
                    
                    Before the COVID-19 pandemic, it was perhaps not widely contemplated that courts and tribunals would soon have the capability and capacity to conduct the majority of their hearings on a virtual platform as a matter of course.  However, due...
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                    Dr David Schudel forensic chemist at Keith Borer Consultants.

According to the Oxford English dictionary, “bias” has several meanings, including: “to influence, affect (often unduly and unfairly)”.

No one likes to think of themselves behaving...
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                    By Stephen Mason and Daniel Seng, editors, Electronic Evidence and Electronic Signatures (5th edition, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies for the SAS Humanities Digital Library, School of Advanced Study, University of London, 2021)

 On 16th July...
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                    Bar Council media briefing
Thursday 28 March 2024

Ministry of Justice statistics  

The latest quarterly Ministry of Justice official statistics on were published today (Thursday 28 March 2024).

Commenting on the data, Sam Townend KC, Chair of the Bar Council, said:

“It is disappointing that there is still no progress made on reducing the backlog in the Crown Court. The Government target remains to reduce the backlog down to 53,000 by the end of November, but this is looking vanishingly unlikely.

“Further investment and support for the justice system is desperately needed. Whilst we acknowledge the money announced in the Government’s Spring Budget, this is nowhere near enough for the courts system to get back...
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                    By Serena K. Sekhon, barrister, No5 Chambers

  In some ways, the self-employed Bar was the original remote working profession. Well before the days of CVP hearings and Zoom meetings, many barristers were able to work on their papers, pleadings and...

                    
                                    

            

        


        









        
            
                                    
                                                
                                                                    

                
                
                                        
                     Investment urgently needed to ensure future of criminal defence profession

                    
                    
                    I have spent the last 15 years fighting on behalf of the Law Society’s members for the pay their vital work deserves, which is necessary to make the criminal defence profession sustainable and ensure access to justice for victims, witnesses and defendants.

Criminal defence solicitors have gone a staggering quarter of a century without a significant funding hike. It is hard to think of any other profession where the fees payable are stuck in a mid-90s time warp.

Unsurprisingly given the...
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                     4PB is proud to announce that Rachael Kelsey, the current President of the International Academy of Family Lawyers (IAFL) and internationally renowned Scottish family lawyer, has accepted an invitation to become an associate tenant of 4PB...
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 Many people and/or businesses faced with an issue that involves...
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